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D ifferent intergovernmental panels 
have long warned that the response to 
climate change must start from cities: 

increasingly populated settlements and com-
plex-to-change infrastructures from which we 
need to rethink the habitability of the planet. 
The ongoing climate mutation places before us 
the challenges of configuring new urban ideas 
of care, protection or shelter; allowing more 
plural ways of living; and protecting those who 

could be more exposed or suffer more from its 
devastating effects. In that sense, we live in a 
time of urgency and frantic searches for solu-
tions. But in situations of great uncertainty, 
where how to respond is sometimes difficult 
to imagine, we may need to train ourselves to 
pay attention to the seemingly irrelevant, but 
crucial, such as shades: seemingly negligible 
entities, but that articulate our urban life and 
our daily relationships with the sun and heat.

Without a doubt, there is nothing more con-
ventional than shades. As terrestrial beings we 
all have one. But thinking about urban shades 
can be something much deeper, since it forces 
us to pay attention in a different way to our 
daily environments. Indeed, what is shade if 
not our changing relationship with the sun as it 
passes through our habitats throughout the 
day? We usually attribute to the sun the ability 
to give life, but what do we do when it dam-

For this reason, it has gained great importance 
in different technical solutions to tackle the 
extreme heat of the present: municipal shad-
ing plans, bioclimatic itineraries, or shading 
infrastructures. This is requiring revitalizing 
old knowledges and techniques, as well as 
speculating and creating new solutions to mit-
igate and adapt to increasing heat.

In times like this, we also need to address the 
social and cultural life of shades, whether 
already existing or designed. In a heated 
present, where the ability to shelter ourselves 
from the scorching sun is a poorly distributed 
good, revitalizing their knowledge and gener-
ative practices may be crucial to relearning to 
live as earthly beings. To do this perhaps we 
need, as writer Tim Horvath suggests in his 
taleThe discipline of shadows, to create a 
‘Department of Umbrology’ in each of our 
territories.

ages us or puts us at risk, as in atmospheric 
conditions of extreme heat? With that in mind, 
our terrestrial life could be read as a long 
interspecies story of how the living have 
learned to protect ourselves from its irradia-
tion. The atmosphere itself, with its complex 
circulation of air, the seas and the rivers or the 
iridescent tapestry of clouds and forests are 
nothing but a great system, with local expres-
sions, of ways of capturing, regulating, dissi-
pating, or blocking the sun’s rays. But, also, of 
producing shade.

Although shade is an old acquaintance, grow-
ing environmental concerns have pushed 
administrations and professionals of all kinds 
to begin to recover this daily environmental 
relationship. What’s more, even though it is 
usually considered a secondary product of the 
sun, its negative version, what if shades were 
the very condition of habitability on Earth 
and, therefore, in our urban environments? 
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To equip these strange professionals of 
umbrology –– between the natural and 
the cultural –– we propose a series of 
devices, enabling concrete ways to 
understand the social and material 
complexity of shades, the multiplicity of 
actors and assemblages constituting 
them: their temporalities, their rhythms, 
their spatial configurations. If we are 
successful, we might make another city 
appear, one usually overlooked: the city 
of shades! 

In order for you to study urban shades, we want to provide you with a detailed 
ethnographic research kit. This kit is composed of four protoypes, one per role 
inside the Department of Umbrology, an introductory informative card, the one 
above, and a DIY minifolder that you can glue or grape.

Print this document, cut and asemble the minifolder, and fold the devices to keep 
them safe inside the folder.
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