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Repurpose a sundial

If interested in learning to understand urban arenas
from their solar inclinations, what better device than
the millenia-0ld sundial: one of the earliest
timekeeping devices, using the sun as a source, here
repurposed to make us think about the passing of the
sun through our urban habitats, at what inclination,
from which to what point, in a given season. Here you
have one of the many possible paper-based sundials you
could easily download from the web, perhaps helping
you understand that a shade is never the same. On a
sunny day, direct the N to the North. Hold this parallel
to the floor. Make sure the pillar is straight and follow
the number it indicates, and... voila! But you could also
perhaps repurpose it to locate your place in the cosmos:
the shade you now see, from a building or a tree, is a
passing moment of time relating to your concrete
position on Earth in relation to the sun’s rays!

An incomplete
list of protoypes

Catalogue of
useless shadows

On a sunny day, take 6
pictures of what for you
could be ‘useless’ shadows.
Print them in a size fitting
in the square you have here.
Using glue or adhesive tape
you could join them together
so they could be folded like
an accordion. Like this you
could display your small
catalogue of useless shadows
to discuss with others. But
are they really useless?
Maybe they could be useless
for you, but what about other
city dwellers, like dogs, birds
or bugs?

Perhaps you have now become
a true umbrologist? Welcome

then, to the Department of

WHY? | Because shades are
important urban places!

WHERE & WHEN? IIn hotter
climates shades can become
regions of care, whilst in colder
ones or during the night they
might be places to avoid.

all guide to
eate your own
"nthot yPes

If you click on the
accompanying QR code you could
read Carla Boserman’s article
“Solar Drawings: On anthotypes
and environmental affectivity”,
published in the journal Re-
visiones, 13. In it, she describes
anthotypes on emulsified
papers — the predecessor of
photographic printing, using
the sun as a recording device —
as a great exercise in relating
to atmospheres affectively.
Carla became passionate about
anthotypes when inquiring on
climatic forms of inscription
that might also be attentive to
atmospheric changes. There are
many tutorials online on how to
emulsify and try out
anthotypes. We believe this
drawing /recording technique
enables us to study shades and
their shaky silhouettes as a
moving entity that, in its wake,
could also move us!

(') U)

You can create your own
Department of Umbrology - for
more info and to contact so we
could support you in this task,
check: https://umbrology.org/
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